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OPENING STATEMENT 
CONGRESSMAN STEPHEN J. SOLARZ 
HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIAN AFFAIRS HEARING ON 
THE MURDER OF HENRY LIU 


Henry Liu was an American citizen of Chinese ancestry. He was an 

JOURNALIST WHO WROTE ON THE POLITICS OF TAIWAN, WHERE HE LIVED FOR 
ALMOST TWENTY YEARS AFTER 1949- In HIS WORK, HE MARRIED THE PRINCIPLES 

of American investigative reporting to a characteristically Chinese 

FOCUS ON THE MORALITY OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS* 

One MIGHT QUARREL WITH WHAT HENRY LlU HAD TO SAY, BUT NO‘ONE CAN 
DISPUTE THE FACT THAT HIS RIGHT TO WRITE AS HE WISHED WAS PROTECTED BY 

the American constitution* Apparently his freedom of speech was not 

PROTECTED ENOUGH, FOR HENRY LlU WAS FOUND SHOT TO DEATH ON THE MORNING 

of October 15th, in his garage in Daly City, California* 

The subsequent investigation revealed that the crime itself was 

PLANNED AND CARRIED OUT BY MEMBERS OF A TAIWAN CRIMINAL ASSOCIATION" 
KNOWN AS THE BAMBOO GANG* TWO THE GANG MEMBERS HAVE CHARGED WITH 
MURDER BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA* EVEN MORE STARLTLING WAS THE 

January 15 announcement by the Taiwan government that three officials 
in its Military Intelligence Bureau were involved in the killing and 
apparently responsibile for recruiting the assassins for this 
reprehensible assignment. How exactly they were involved is not 

PUBLICLY CLEAR, BUT IT WAS SUFFICIENTLY GRAVE TO LEAD TO TAIPEI S 
ANNOUNCEMENT AND TO THE ARREST OF THE THREE OFFICIALS* 

I CANNOT EXAGGERATE THE SENSE OF OUTRAGE WHICH THE REPORTED 
INVOLVEMENT OF OFFICIALS OF THE TAIWAN GOVERNMENT IN THE MURDER OF AN 

American citizen on American soil provokes in me* The genius of the 
American system of government is that it offers broad opportunities for 
people politically to think, speak, and act as they wish. It should 

NOT OFFER ANY OPPORTUNITY WHATSOEVER TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS TO PUNISH 
CRITICS OF THEIR REGIMES WHO RESIDE IN THE UNITED STATES* 

I KNOW THAT THERE MAY BE SOME DISAGREEMENT AMONG MEMBERS OF THE 

Committee and in the Congress over whether the United States should put 

PRESSURE REPRESSIVE REGIMES ABROAD TO RESPECT THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF 
PEOPLE IN THEIR OWN TERRITORY* BUT 1 AM SURE WE ALL AGREE THAT THE 
TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO BECOME A* 
HUNTING GROUND FOR FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS WISHING TO STIFLE DISSENT* 

Part of my outrage stems from the knowledge that this is not the 

FIRST TIME THAT TAIWAN HAS ABUSED THE FREEDOMS OF INDIVIDUALS IN THE 

United States* In the past, there have been numerous credible charges 

OF SURVEILLANCE, INTIMIDATION, AND HARASSMENT IN THE UNITED STATES BY 
AGENTS OF TAIWAN'S INTELLIGENCE SERVICES, PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TO 

Taiwanese students in our country* 

Three and a half years ago. Professor Chen Wen-cheng, a Taiwanese 

PERMANENT RESIDENT ON THE FACULTY OF CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY, WAS 
DETAINED, INTERROGATED, AND KILLED WHILE IN TAIWAN* MEMBERS OF THE 


Approved For Release 2010/04/01 : CIA-RDP87M01 152R000500620010-3 



Approved For Release 2010/04/01 : CIA-RDP87M01152R000500620010-3 


Foreign Affairs Committee will remember that hearings of this 

SUBCOMMITTEE REVEALED THAT PROFESSOR CHEN WAS TARGETED FOR THIS 
TREATMENT BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN SPIED UPON AT PUBLIC MEETINGS IN THE 

United States- As a result of the Chen case. Congressman Leach and I 

SECURED PASSAGE OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT WHICH 
FORBIDS THE SALE OF ARMS TO COUNTRIES WHICH THE PRESIDENT DETERMINES 
HAVE ENGAGED IN A CONSISTENT PATTERN OF ACTS OF INTIMIDATION OR 
HARASSMENT A6AINST INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED STATES- 

This most recent episode raises a number of serious questions for 
the Congress and the American people- 

First of all, have the relevant agencies of the executive branch 

ACTED PROPERLY IN TRYING TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR HENRY LlU, BY MOUNTING A 
VIGOROUS INVESTIGATION AND TAKING APPROPRIATE DIPLOMATIC STEPS? 

Second, is the murder of Henry Liu an isolated incident or is only 

THE MOST VISIBLE MANIFESTATION OF A CONSISTENT PATTERN OF ACTS OF 
INTIMIDATION OR HARASSMENT? 

Third, is the existing legal framework for restricting 

ILLEGITIMATE FOREIGN AGENT ACTIVITY STRONG ENOUGH? Or IS NEW 
LEGISLATION REQUIRED TO BETTER PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITHIN THE 
TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES? 

This hearing is the beginning of a process through which this 

SUBCOMMITTEE WILL SEEK FULL ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS- CONTRIBUTING 
TO OUR UNDERSTANDING TODAY ARE FOUR DISTINGUISHED WITNESSES: 

"the Honorable Norman Y- Mineta, a member of Cognress from the 
State of California- within the House of Representatives, Congressman 
Nineta is the most senior Member of Asian ancestry, so it is highly 

APPROPRIATE THAT HE TESTIFY TODAY- 

--the Honorable William Brown, deputy assistant secretary of state 
for East Asian and Pacific affairs- 

--Mrs. Helena Liu- For myself, and I am sure for other members of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, I would like to pay a special tribute to 
Mrs- Liu for her willingness to appear today and speak on a subject 

WHICH I AM SURE STILL CAUSES DEEP EMOTIONAL ANGUISH- 

"Professor Michael Glennon, of the University of Cincinnati Law 
School- From 1977 to 1980 Professor Glennon was Legal Counsel for the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee- Among the subjects on which he 

SPECIALIZED WAS FOREIGN AGENT ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES- 

After the witnesses have presented their testimony and members 

HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO POSE QUESTIONS, THE SUBCOMMITTEE WILL 
PROCEDE TO CONSIDER AND MARKUP HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION A9, WHICH 
EXPRESSES THE SENSE OF THE CONGRESS THAT THE TAIWAN AUTHORITIES SHOULD 
COOPERATE FULLY IN THE CASE OF HENRY LlU BY DELIVERING TO THE UNITED 

States for trial those citizens of Taiwan charged by authorities in the 
United States in connection with the murder- 


Approved For Release 2010/04/01 : CIA-RDP87M01152R000500620010-3 



